Pathways explained.
We are committed to working with students and parents to ensure that each student has
access to a curriculum which is broad and balanced, covering a range of subject areas and
ensuring that progression routes after year 11 are available. For a number of years we have
run a very successful programme where the students are placed into pathways with the
advice of their Tutor and subject teachers based on their aptitudes and interests. These
pathways are designed to offer each student an appropriate package of courses and choices
to support their learning and allow them to achieve the best qualifications.

The CORE explained.
All students follow a core curriculum which provides the key skills and subjects required by
the National Curriculum.
These core subjects are: English, Maths, Science, Religious Studies and Physical Education
(non-exam)

PATHWAY 1

Pathway 1 is designed for students who will find it difficult to complete nine GCSE and BTEC
courses and have a programme tailored to their needs.

Facts about pathway 1





Students on Pathway 1 will follow all of the core subjects of English Mathematics, Science,
RE and core PE.
Students on pathway 1 will also have two choices from the list of option subjects.
Students on pathway 1 will complete units of work which lead to certificates, this is called
the Unit Award Scheme ,run by AQA.
The focus for these units is to support literacy and numeracy using a range of contexts,
including visits and outdoor learning as well as classroom based activities.

Changes to GCSE grading
You may have read or heard in the media that in the Summer of 2017, the government began their
radical overhaul of the GCSE grading system, and to a certain extent, GCSEs themselves. This
means that students taking GCSE exams from this point onwards will have very different looking
grades awarded to them.
As you know, up to this point, GCSE grades have been awarded on a scale of A*-G, with A* being
the highest and G being the lowest. There has also been a U grade awarded where students have
not reached the level at which a grade can be awarded. Grades are now from 1-9, with Grade 1
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being the lowest and Grade 9 being the highest. There will still be a grade 0 (U) awarded where
the standard reached by a student does not meet the Grade 1 criteria.
You may have already worked out that the A*-G system has eight possible grades, whereas the
new 1-9 system clearly has nine. The government however has indicated that there will be certain
comparisons to guide us. For example:
A Grade 9 will be awarded to the top 5% of those students who would previously been awarded
an A*.
A Grade 5 equates to the standard achieved by the top half of those students previously awarded
a Grade C and the bottom half / third of those previously awarded a Grade B.
From the Summer of 2018, all subjects, with the exception of Child Development and DT subjects,
will be graded on the numerical scale.
The government's new 'gold standard' grade for students to achieve, which was previously a
Grade C, is now a Grade 5. This of course means that that grade will be statistically harder to
achieve, but as was the case with the Grade C, our aim as a school is for as many students to reach
this level of achievement as possible.
As always, we will be working hard with all students to enable them to achieve the highest grades
possible for them as individuals; the most important factor is that they are supported throughout
the process of obtaining the qualifications which will see them successfully move on to the next
stage of their education, employment or training.
If you have any further questions relating to these changes, please do not hesitate to ask us.
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HOW CAN I GET INFORMATION, GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT?

ACORNS Day Careers ResearchC
Careers fair...research
universities,courses
and apprenticeship
options.

Parents - They
know you better
than anyone else

Careers Library &
I.T. Network - For
information on
careers, education
and training

Form Tutor - They can
answer questions, or tell
you who to talk to

.
Curriculum
Leaders - Expert
advice on the
demands of the
courses on offer

Careers Advisor Expert help from the
Careers Advisor who
is in school each day
and students can
make appointments
to meet. She will be
at the Pathways
Evening.

Subject Teachers They are the
experts on the
courses on offer
and their
appropriateness
for your child

Older students They can often tell
you how they have
found the subjects

"Today's young people can expect to change direction many times in their careers." [DfE]
The message for the 21st Century is FLEXIBILITY and LIFELONG LEARNING
Choosing a wide range of subjects at Key Stage 4 is, therefore, more important than ever, as is the
importance of developing the transferable skills, behaviour and attitudes for adult and working life.
CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE - What to expect in Years 8, 9, 10 & 11









A Careers Education Programme….. delivered through PSHE, Tutorials and Assemblies
Careers Information………from the Library, Parents Evenings, careers fair, Kidzania,
One-to-one Interview………..with Amy Penney, Career Advisor
Work Experience…year 10
Discussion with Tutors and careers tutorial work.
Careers focus on ACORNS day…year 8 February ACORNS day
Visiting Drama performers ……… based on making career choices
Interview with local employer… year 11.
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HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT COURSE FOR YOU

Some questions to ask yourself.

Do I like the subject?

Am I good at the subject?

Does the course description interest me?

Do the teaching and learning methods suit ME?

Is it something I need for my future career?

Do my parents/teachers advise me to choose the course?

Does it "fit in" with my other choices?

Does it appear in the guided pathway I have been advised to follow?

Is it something the school can accommodate?
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Core Subjects
Subject
English – Language/Literature
Mathematics
Physical Education
Personal Development
Religious Studies
Sciences

GCSE
GCSE
BTEC
GCSE
GCSE
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ENGLISH Literature and Language G.C.S.E.
The new GCSE examinations for English began in 2017. Students are expected to follow a two year
programme of study. There is a 100% examination focus in both Language and Literature. The
examinations are set as ‘closed book’ (meaning that no texts will be provided for reference during the
examination). Therefore, to support our students we have decided to split the GCSE syllabus. As such
the Literature GCSE will be taken in Year 10.Thus, leaving one GCSE - Language – to study and practice
for in Year 11. We strongly recommend that students obtain copies of the set texts (noted below) for
their Literature G.C.S.E. in order to support their learning at home and within class – although texts are
provided in lessons - the additional resource of their own books has shown a higher level of
engagement, annotations and note taking and has been a useful tool for students’ learning and revision.
Throughout the two years of study for English, all students will conduct work to develop their
knowledge and understanding in relation to the series of English GCSE examinations. However, an
element of the examination certification must include speaking and listening - which will be certificated
separately and although it is not weighted is compulsory to meet GCSE accreditation. As a general rule
we will conduct the speaking and listening portion of the English GCSE in Year 10.
In addition, the levels of attainment notification on certificates have changed from the previous A*- C
pass levels to a numerical rating from 1-9 with ‘9’ being the highest level and level ‘4’ meeting
(currently) the lowest pass mark at GCSE. The English department follow the AQA syllabus which is a
robust programme of study that not only engages our students, but assists them in developing core
skills as well as leading to a higher level of appreciation of English studies which leads (in some
instances) students to choose to study English at advanced levels in higher education.

Taken in Year 11
GCSE English Language
Exam Board: AQA

Taken in Year 10
GCSE English Literature
Exam Board: AQA

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Section A - Reading - one literature text
Section B - Writing - descriptive or narrative writing
Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE
Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
Section A Reading – one non-fiction text and one literary nonfiction text
Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes
80 marks / 50% of GCSE
Non examination Assessment : Spoken language teacher set
throughout course, in-house marking ( 0% weighting of GCSE)

Paper 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th century novel
(The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde )
Written exam 1 hour and 45 minutes
64 marks / 40% of GCSE
Paper 2: Modern texts ‘An Inspector Calls’ and poetry
A Poetry Anthology is provided by AQA.
Written exam 2 hours and 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE
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MATHEMATICS
The Key Stage 4 Mathematics course follows programmes of study laid down by the Department
for Education. The new Maths GCSE covers the following strands: Number, Algebra, Ratio,
proportion and rates of change, Geometry and Measures, Statistics and Probability.
The GCSE course is now divided into two tiers. Only a limited range of grades is available at each
tier.
Higher Tier

Now 50% A/A* equivalent material

Grades available: 4-9

Foundation Tier

Now 50% D/C equivalent material

Grades available: 1-5

To accommodate the increased rigour of the new GCSE, students are taught in both setted groups
and groups that are paralleled. There is flexibility to allow movement between groups in Years 9
and 10 as reviews of the path to mastery is carried out. The teaching of GCSE is based around a
modular course designed by teachers in the school. A range of teaching styles will be used
including, rich tasks, computer assisted learning and self-supported study, to assist with the
greater emphasis on problem solving and questions that involve a real-world application
Assessment is by:




A series of modular exams over the three years. Taken at approximately 10 week intervals.
End of year mock exams
Three terminal exams, spread over 4 ½ hours. One non-calculator paper and two
calculator papers.

Qualification:
GCSE Mathematics

N.B.

Terminal exam (Yr 11) – 100%,
(Exam Board: OCR)

Calculators: Due to the increase in reliance of a calculator in the terminal exams it
is therefore vital that all students have THEIR OWN calculator which they can use
efficiently and which they should bring to ALL lessons.
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CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

During year 9, students follow games courses in a range of activities ranging from traditional sports
like football, rugby, hockey and netball to more alternatives such as American football and
dodgeball. In addition the girls will undertake courses in gymnastics and dance where a greater
emphasis is placed upon planning and performing movement sequences and vaulting techniques.
Tennis, Cricket, Softball/Rounders and Athletics will be taught during the course of the summer
term. Within each of the activities we aim to extend and develop the work covered as part of the
year 7 and year 8 programmes, leading to an end of key stage national curriculum level.

During Year 10 Physical Education remains single sexed as in Year 9 and follows a balanced
programme designed to cover a range of activities suitable for the age group. This includes most of
the activities previously covered in KS3 and, in addition, introduces the students to Weights and
Trampolining.
In Year 11 the department runs an option system which includes a range of activities, most of
which have been available in previous years. Students choose activities for half term blocks and
the emphasis is on participation, enjoyment and the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle in later life.
Qualifications
There is no formal assessment for this course although a profile of activities contributes to the
student's Progress File. (See OPTIONS for BTEC Sport)
No examination.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

No examination.
The school believes that a programme of personal and social development is vital to support a young
person in their personal growth and mainstream studies. The Personal, Social and Health Education course
offers students the opportunity to develop skills vital in all areas of their study throughout the school and in
their lives beyond it. These skills include: information gathering, problem solving, decision making, selfawareness, communication and prioritising. This builds upon work started in PSHE in Key Stage 3. Students
work individually, in pairs and in groups on a series of topics including - careers; finance; health; education
for personal relationships; politics; and rights and responsibilities. The PSHE course helps students to
develop knowledge and skills to prepare them for the experiences, responsibilities and opportunities of
adult life. In Year 9 students continue to have one lesson a fortnight and in Years 10 and 11 it forms part of
their ACORNs Day programme.
Qualification:
There is no formal assessment for this course but some topics are also likely to form part of the RE GCSE.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL and
HEALTH EDUCATION
CORE
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Religious Studies helps students to become aware of issues of local, national and global concern by
placing them in spiritual and moral contexts. By understanding the beliefs and practices of
religions and world views, students can make connections between belief and action. RE
challenges students to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of
what they have learnt It makes a valuable contribution to their preparation for adult life in a
pluralistic society and global community.
As well as developing knowledge and understanding they will learn how to construct wellinformed and balanced arguments on matters concerned with religious beliefs and values set out
in the subject content below.
Part One: Study of religions (50%)
Two religions Christianity and Buddhism covering these topics:
a. Beliefs and teachings of religion
b. Practices
Part Two: Philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world (50%)
Students have to apply religious and non-religious beliefs to these important contemporary
topics:
1. Religious views of the world, including their relationship to scientific views; beliefs
about death and an afterlife; explanations of the origins of the universe; abortion;
euthanasia
2. Religion, peace and conflict; violence, war, pacifism, terrorism, just war theory, holy
war; the role of religion and belief in 21st century conflict and peace making.
3. Crime and punishment; causes of crime, aims of punishment, the concepts of
forgiveness, retribution, deterrence, reformation; the death penalty, treatment of
criminals; good, evil and suffering.
4. Religion, human rights and social justice; issues of equality and freedom of religion or
belief; prejudice and discrimination in religion and belief; human rights; wealth and
poverty; racial prejudice and discrimination.
GCSE
Qualification:
GCSE in RE
Exam Board : AQA
100% Exam
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
CORE
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SCIENCES
Exam Board: AQA Combined Sciences (double) 8464 or Separate Sciences (triple) 8461, 8462, 8463
All students will be working towards developing knowledge and understanding in Science to
respond to a series of six examinations to achieve their GCSE qualifications. The Science
department have decided to follow the AQA syllabus as it is a robust programme of study which
we believe will engage our students and develop their skills in Science to the highest level
possible.
Details of the Course Content:
During the first two terms of year 9 pupils will be taught a bespoke course developing practical
skills and key concepts in Science; this course is aimed to embed skills required for GCSE. Pupils
will be in mixed ability sets until Term 3 when they will be set and will fully start the new
specifications for Combined or Separate Sciences.
Students will be placed onto Combined Sciences or Separate Sciences depending on their
academic performance and conduct during the first two terms of Year 9. Pupils wanting to take
Separate Sciences will need to have achieved at least a Grade 5 (old C grade) – places are limited
to approximately 30 per class so competition is tough!
Method of Assessment
Combined Science
No. of GCSEs Two – average of Biology,
attained
Chemistry and Physics
Assessment 100% exam in Y11
Six 1hr 15mins exams– two for
each Biology, Chemistry and
Physics
Coursework No coursework
Other
Taught in sets by Science
teachers

Separate Science
Three – one in each Biology, Chemistry and
Physics
100% exam in Y11
Six 1hr 45min exams – two for each
Biology, Chemistry and Physics
No coursework
Taught in sets by subject specialist teachers
Must attain a Grade 5 in year to be
considered for the course

Additional Information
Calculators: All Science examinations have a calculator element and therefore it is vital that all
students have THEIR OWN calculator which they can use efficiently and which they should
bring to ALL lessons.
Revision guides: Students are expected to purchase THEIR OWN revision guide suitable to their
course and bring it to ALL lessons.. These are ordered through the school at a cost of £6
(Combined Science) or £9 (Separate Sciences)
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Options
You will be able to select TWO options from the following:

Subject
Art & Design
Business Studies
Child development
Computer Science
Creative & Digital Media
Design & Technology/Product Design
Geography
History
Modern Foreign Languages French/Spanish

Drama
Food preparation and nutrition
Music
Outdoor Education
Performing Arts, Drama & Dance
Sport
Textile design

Qualification

GCSE
GCSE
Cambridge National

GCSE
BTEC
GCSE
GCSE
GCSE
GCSE
GCSE
GCSE
BTEC
Unit awards
BTEC
BTEC
GCSE
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ART & DESIGN
During the Art and Design course pupils will produce one coursework project from a starting point set by
the art department and one examination project with a starting point set by the examination board. Pupils
can develop these projects using a wide variety of media and techniques including drawing, painting,
printmaking, ceramics, sculpture & textile techniques such a felt making & batik
Why study GCSE Art and Design?
‘If you want to set yourself apart from the crowd, and ensure that you can underpin any given career
with creativity, imagination, confidence and essential presentation skills, then this is the course for you.’
GCSE Art and Design is integral to fields of work you may not realise, such as TV, IT
(Digital/Video/Gaming/Web), Architecture, Interior Design, Fashion, Stage Design & Make-up, Hair and
Beauty, Art Therapy and of course the field of Art itself. The qualification can lead you to employment or to
courses such as A-levels or Btecs which in turn can extend into Higher Education Courses. N.B. if you are
considering an Art and Design career in any discipline, you will need to undertake the Art and Design
courses. Design Technology GCSE courses do not always provide sufficient experience.
You will learn how to:
 Express and record personal ideas by developing skills in using two and/or three dimensional
materials;
 Investigate possibilities through observation, analysis and experimentation;
 Understand the world of art, craft and design and relate it to your work;
 Present your work to its best advantage.
Year 9
During Year 9 pupils will expand their experience of various media, processes & techniques under the
umbrella of Art and Design. Pupils with explore a vast range of two and three-dimensions as well as
creative fabric techniques.
Year 10
Throughout Year 10 pupils will utilise these processes and techniques, initially through a mini project linking
observational studies and the work of artists in order to present a personal response. On completion they
will then embark on their major coursework project to be submitted to the examination board and
accounts for 60% of their overall grade. The coursework is a practical response to one of ten titles set by
the Art Department. Pupils can choose to develop & concluded their project in any media they consider
demonstrates their individual strengths.
Year 11
In Year 11 pupils will conclude their coursework project prior to the Christmas holiday. On their return in
January they will be issued their examination paper. The examination project is a repeat of the coursework
process but the ten starting point titles are set by the examination board & the final piece will be complete
under examination conditions in 10 hours over two-three days.
Assessment
There are two aspects to your assessment which both involve the presentation of practical work:
1. Coursework – 60 %
You will complete one assessed coursework project which requires you to;
– Produce observational studies
– Explore the work & styles of a variety of artists
– Develop your own ideas linking these artists and your observational studies.
– Produce a final piece which concludes all your research & experiments with art processes &
techniques.
2. Examination – 40 %
The art & design examination consists of one practical project completed in the same manner as the
coursework project.
You will have 6-8 weeks in which to prepare followed by a 10 hour exam (set over several days) in
which to complete your final piece
Qualification:
GCSE Art & Design: FINE ART OCR.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
For you to succeed on this course you need to have an interest in current affairs. This will aid you in your
understanding of the wider business environment. If you are interested in choosing this subject, then
watching programmes such as Dragon’s Den, The Apprentice, Dispatches and the News will help enhance
your understanding of the world.
In Year 9 you will investigate local small businesses and examine how they become successful. You will also
get the chance to demonstrate enterprising skills when planning and running a market stool and
manufacturing products like Soap.
In Years 10 and 11 you will learn the key factors that contribute to building a successful business, a great
opportunity for those who one day want to run a business. You will examine these factors by studying
successful businesses such as Cadburys, Dyson, and Thorpe Park.

Course Content and Assessment:
Theme 1 – Investigating small business
Enterprise and entrepreneurship
Spotting a business opportunity
Putting a business idea into practice
Making the business effective
Understanding external influences on business
Theme 2 – Building a Business
Growing the business
Making Marketing decisions
Making product decisions
Making Financial decisions
Making human resource decisions

Assessment Overview:
Paper 1 assesses theme 1 for 50% of the GCSE
It is 90 minutes and includes Multiple Choice, short and extended answer questions
Paper 2 assesses theme 2 for 50% of the GCSE
It is 90 minutes and includes Multiple Choice, short and extended answer questions
Skills needed:
 Good levels of Literacy
 Good levels of Maths
 Good Team working skills
 Good organisation skills
 Good communication skills

For further information on the Qualification you can visit:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcelgcses/business-2017.html
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Child Development
Cambridge Nationals Levels 1 / 2 (Graded pass, merit, distinction)
R018 Health and Wellbeing for child development (Exam syllabus) 60 hours of learning






Reproduction, Roles and responsibilities
Antenatal care and preparation of birth
Postnatal checks and conditions for development
Recognise, manage and prevent childhood illness
Know about child safety

R019 Coursework : Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth-five
years. 30 Hours
Tasks
1. Understand key factors when choosing equipment for babies from birth to 12 months
2. Understand key factors when choosing equipment for babies from 1- 5 years.
3. Investigating feeding solutions for children from birth to five years.

R020 Coursework : Understand the development of a child from birth to five years. 30 Hours
Tasks
1. Understand the physical, intellectual and social norms from birth to five years.
2. Understand the benefits of learning through play.
3. Be able to plan different play activities for a chosen development area with a child from birth to
five years.

Be able to carry out and evaluate different play activities of a chosen developmental area what a
child from birth to five years.
The assignment-based approach to assessment will support the development of communication
skills such as extended writing and drafting, critical skills of analysis, team working, planning,
working from a prescribed brief, working to deadlines, presenting information effectively,
accurately completing tasks and processes and study skills such as research and time
management. Coursework assignments are based on independent research and observational
studies.
The course will include guest speakers from industry or parents of young children will help
students make the essential connections between unit content and the real-life impact on
children. For example, a health visitor who will speak about checks that should be carried in the
formative years.
This course will not only teach students essential knowledge to prepare them in later life but can
support a whole host of careers from a range of child care options such as nanny, childminders,
day care, early years foundation, nursery/ business, play therapist, health and social sector, health
visitor, midwife, nurse, social worker and many more.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science GCSE is a rigorous and technically demanding subject that gives the
learner an understanding of the fundamental concepts of how a computer works. Through
this process students will develop skills in computational and logical thinking. You will learn;

Theory

Practical

Number systems including
binary conversion,
addition, shifts and
hexadecimal conversion.

Using microcontrollers and
open source software to
create basic Computer
Engineering projects.

Boolean algebra including
digital logic gates to
perform addition and
multiplication.

Programming constructs:
variables, sequence,
selection, iteration, file
handling strings and data
structures.

Hardware: How Von
Neumann/Harvard
architecture works, ALU,
Control Unit and
Registers.

Cryptography: The history
of cryptography and
cryptanalysis from Scytales
to modern public key.

Storage: Primary and
secondary storage, solid
state, magnetic and
optical.

Flowcharts: designing and
developing solutions to real
world problems using
mimics and
microcontrollers.

Algorithms: decision
making, calculation, data
processing and automated
reasoning.

Robotics: develop skills in
programming constructs
through the use of a variety
of robotic devices.

Exam 80%

CW 20%

Can count towards Ebacc
Option




Note: NEA co
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CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION
The course is suitable to students who have an interest in the media industry and who prefer a vocational or
“hands on” approach to the subject. Students will use a variety of equipment such as; Cameras, Apple Macs,
Software Apps and The T.V Studio. This course is a BTEC Technical qualification. Subject content includes;

Component one Exploring Media Products
In this component you will develop your understanding of
how media products are created for specific audiences and
purposes. You will explore the relationship between genre,
narrative and representation within media products and
develop your understanding of how they are interpreted by
audiences.

Component Two Developing Creative Digital Media Skills.
In this component, you will develop practical media
production skills and techniques. You will have the
opportunity to specialise in one or more of the following
media sectors: audio/moving image, publishing and/or
interactive media.

Component three Create a Media Product in Response to a
Brief.
In this component you will respond to a client brief and
create a product in one of the following media sectors:
audio/moving image, publishing or interactive. You will
interpret the client’s needs and engage in the process of
ideas generation, selecting and refining your ideas until
you are satisfied that you have an idea that meets the
requirements of the brief. You will then plan and make
produce your product for the intended client.

Exam 25%

Coursework 75%
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY/PRODUCT DESIGN
GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN
EXAM BOARD : AQA
ASSESSMENT:
Coursework
: 50%
Exam
: 50%
“What is design? It's where you stand with a foot in two worlds - the world of technology and the world of people
and human purposes - and you try to bring the two together.” - Mitchell Kapor
Are you interested in products in the world around us? Do you ask WHY or HOW are they made? Are you good at
solving problems, communicating ideas through the use of an image and working with different materials? Do you
want a career pathway that leads you to one of the highest rates of employment after higher education? Blue sky
thinking…then a Design and Technology subject GCSE is for you. But the question would be which option do you
choose?

Students would learn the breadth of all of the materials through project based learning: (Paper, Wood, Metal, Plastic,
Textiles, Composites, SMART, Electronics with systems)
There is an emphasis on designing and making products that are imaginative, problem solving and durable in
character, both for everyday use and for a variety of users. Students will develop an understanding of manufacturing
practices in industry, and will also investigate sustainable design and the effects, or impact, that it has on the
environment. We also have the opportunity to enter some national competitions whilst delivering the Product Design
syllabus which focuses on key design and manufacturing skills.
Students will also use a range of CAD/CAM equipment – Google Sketch Up, ProDesktop, AutoCAD lite, laser cutter, 3D
printer, CNC lathe and 3D router to produce high quality and creative products.
The course will cover the syllabus using skills based learning activities that will take place during the 3 years to develop
greater breadth and depth of subject knowledge and understanding.
Product Design offers


Real life skills: problem solving, communication and independence ready for the outside world.



A career pathway that leads you to one of the highest rates of employment after higher education or
apprenticeship.

Careers with a Product Design GCSE


Product Design can set you up for a career in a wide variety of industries such as engineering, product
designer, architect, manufacturing management, software engineer, civil, electrical or mechanical engineer,
television and film designers (set, costume, and special effects) and joiner.



“Design is not just what it looks like and feels like.
Design is how it works.”
Steve Jobs
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GEOGRAPHY
GCSE Geography
Board: AQA
Course code 8035
Are you interested in the world around you? Do you ask why places are like they are? Would you
like be more informed about things that you hear on the news about issues such as global
warming and nuclear power? If the answer is yes then Geography GCSE will help you answer
these questions and give you understanding of the natural and human world around you.
The course builds on some topics that you will have studied in Years 7 and 8 such as rivers,
tectonics and map skills but also new ones such as urban environments and why populations
change.
Expect to learn through independent learning and in small groups, through written tasks, role play
and decision-making. There will be lots of opportunities to use and develop your literacy,
numeracy and ICT skills.
Fieldwork is an important and enjoyable part of the subject at GCSE. You will have to be involved
in at least two fieldwork visits during the course and you will then be examined on the skills that
you used to do that field work.
A good geographer has good literacy, scientific and numeracy to be able to understand the
processes of the earth and how they affect people and the environment. You should chose
geography if you are interested in the world economics, politics, social and environmental change.
Assessment:
We follow the AQA exam specifications for the new GCSE 9-1 course. The course will be 100%
examination. 70% is about the taught subject content and is examined by 2 x 1hr 30 exams.
Exam 1:

35% 1hr 30 Physical geography

Exam 2:

35% 1hr 30 Human geography

Exam 3:
30% 1hr 15 Geographical applications. 15% relates to the fieldwork skills
experienced and 15% is about pre-released material which pupils will have seen in advance of the
exam.
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HISTORY
History at GCSE level allows young people to better understand the world around them through
the analysis of past events. Students work both independently and in groups, often using ICT to
help support their learning as well as using visits to supplement their classwork. In lessons
students learn how to interpret and evaluate a range of evidence, how to select relevant
information and communicate it effectively, and how to draw valid conclusions.
The History GCSE course provides opportunities for students to study History in a variety of ways:
in depth, across a broad span of time, and through a diversity of cultures.
All students will undertake:
 An Enquiry in Depth – The American West (20%)
 A Study of Historic Environment – Surgery & Treatment on the Western Front (10%)
 A Thematic Study: Medicine through Time c.1250-present day (20%)
 A British Depth Study – Early Elizabethan England. (20%)
 A Modern Depth Study – The USA 1954-75 Conflict at Home and Abroad (30%)
1. The American West
An investigation into the creation of a new nation and the destruction of the lives of the Native
Americans, throughout the nineteenth century. The topic covers:
 The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862
 The Plains Indians: their beliefs and way of life
 Migration and early settlement
 The development and problems of white settlement farming.
 Reasons for tension between settlers and Plains Indians.
 The problems of lawlessness in early towns and settlements.
 Development of the plains, c1862–c1876
 The completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad
 Ranching and the cattle industry
 Changes in the way of life of the Plains Indians
 Conflict with the Plains Indians
LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM: Key Features of the Native American and settler in
the West: The American Museum and West Wiltshire Bison Farm.

2. Surgery & Treatment on the Western Front
By using primary and secondary sources, students discover the impact of the First World War
on the development of surgery. In particular they will look at:
 Conditions in the trenches
 Different health conditions and injuries suffered by soldiers
 The treatments used and how these developed over the course of the war.
 The historical context of surgery and recent medical breakthroughs and discoveries.
LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM: The battlefields of Belgium and France.

3. Medicine and Treatment
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As a thematic paper, students will study medicine from 1250 all the way through to the
present day and will learn how medicine changed and developed during this time. The paper
will focus upon:
 Ideas about the cause of disease and illness throughout the period
 Different types of care and treatment throughout the period
 A case study of the Black Death in the thirteenth century and the Great Plague in the
seventeenth century
 Harvey’s discovery of the circulation of blood in the body
 Jenner’s smallpox vaccination
 Fleming, Florey and Chain’s discovery and development of penicillin
 The impact of government action on health and treatment in the nineteenth and twentieth
century
4. Early Elizabethan England
This study in depth of the early years of Elizabeth’s reign takes in the political intrigues, foreign
conflicts and the lifestyles of ordinary people during this fascinating period. It focusses upon:
 The religious problems Elizabeth inherited and how she solved them.
 Threats to her reign both from home and abroad.
 Education and entertainment for ordinary people.
 Poverty and how Elizabeth dealt with it.
 Explorers and the New World.
5. The USA 1954-75: Conflict at Home and Abroad
This depth study considers the birth and progress of the civil rights movement and the impact
of the Vietnam war on the American people. Specifically the course will cover:
 The treatment of Black people in the US in the 1950s and the beginning of the civil rights
movement.
 The Black Power movement and the influence of Malcolm X.
 Kennedy and Johnson and the escalation of US involvement in Vietnam.
 Protests against the war and the withdrawal of troops from Vietnam.
Assignments will test students’ ability to understand the long and short term causes,
consequences, or key events of a period and use a range of evidence and evaluate
representations and interpretations of the past. In the Modern World study, this can include TV,
radio, film and newspapers.
Qualification:
GCSE History
Exam Board: Edexcel
There is no longer a coursework / controlled assessment element to this qualification.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
GCSE French or Spanish
YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS
So you think you have to move abroad to find a career in languages? Think again! A language
qualification can open doors to a range of careers right on your doorstep. Studying languages
teaches you more than just how to communicate in another tongue. The skills you gain from your
course, such as presenting, team working, researching and structuring an argument, lend
themselves to careers in a range of sectors. Whether it’s working for MI5, helping tourists in Bath
Spa or working for an international company, you don’t have to move abroad to find a career that
will let you use what you’ve learned.
Work with refugees, asylum seekers or the homeless
People who can speak French, Spanish or Eastern European languages such as Polish are in high
demand. The types of jobs you could do include a case worker, providing for the needs of specific
clients and finding them accommodation and work, customer services assistant taking calls from
clients, teaching English as a foreign language or doing any supporting role in a homeless hostel.
Qualification
We follow the AQA curriculum. The new 1-9 course will consist of: Listening 25%, Reading 25%,
Speaking 25% and Writing 25%. As part of the speaking exam, pupils have to give a short
presentation and take part in a dialogue with the teacher as well as talk about a picture stimulus
card. The written exam will consist of translations and independent written pieces on any of the
topics studied during the course.
In Year 9, pupils follow a GCSE transition course from September to December. Pupils will be
taught how to conjugate verbs in three tenses and extend their vocabulary to cover most of the
coursework topics. From January to July, pupils will begin to prepare for GCSE covering topics on
Family and Friends as well as health.
In Years 10 and 11, the focus is on grammar, vocabulary and writing independently as well as
speaking spontaneously. Students should be able to hold a conversation on a topic covered for
approximately 3-4 minutes. To support this we have recently introduced the TALK programme
where pupils develop their independent speaking skills.
Pupils can only take the language they studied in Years 7 & 8 and near native speakers and
native speakers must take a different language. The GCSE course is not designed for native
speaker level.
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DRAMA
GCSE in Drama encourages students to:
 Develop a personal interest in why drama matters and be inspired, moved and changed by studying
a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study
 Work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts
 Generating, developing and communicating ideas
 Consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on drama texts and
activities
 Reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others
 Develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills
 Develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in employment and society in general, as well
as for the possible further study of drama
 Actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective and independent
learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.
The course in spilt into three units:
Component 1: Devising 40%
The unit requires students to explore a theme, topic or issue allowing students to deepen their
understanding of the central aspects and come to appreciate how the dramatic medium and strategies can
be used to create drama form and communicate meaning. Students will need to perform this piece of
theatre or provide technical support & a portfolio for a group.
All students will need to submit a portfolio detailing their process of creating devised work.
Component 2: Performance from text 20%
This unit introduces students to the content of plays written for the theatre. They will learn how to
interpret a play in various ways and understand how a play works in performance.
Students must perform their extract of text or submit a portfolio of technical support and achieve a
technical role for another group.
There should be a focus on the communication of meaning in the play through:
 recognition of the ways in which playwrights, directors, designers and performers communicate
meaning through the medium of drama
 developing performance skills and rehearsal techniques
 developing and realising ideas in response to a play within a group
 using the language of drama to communicate ideas to others
 applying drama skills to the realisation of extracts from a complete and substantial play text
 approaches to developing characters
 exploring different staging methods
This performance will be externally assessed by a visiting examiner
We will study Trojan Women, Macbeth, A streetcar Named Desire and The Caucasian Chalk Circle.
Component 3: Written Examination 40%
This is a written exam unit and will cover:
 A reflection of the practical exploration and study of one complete text
 A review of a piece of live theatre which evaluates and forms opinions of the effectiveness of
mediums of drama.
1hr 30 minutes, 60 marks.
The play we will be studying is Dr Korczak’s example.
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
EXAM BOARD : AQA
Assessment:
 50% written examination



50% non examination assessment (NEA)



Food science investigation



Practical task

In studying food preparation and nutrition, students will:
• Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a
variety of food commodities, cooking techniques and equipment.
•

Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes
as well as the nutritional content of food and drinks.

•

Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health.

•

Consider the nutritional needs and food choices when selecting recipes, including when
making decisions about the ingredients, processes, cooking methods and portion sizes.

•

Make decisions about which techniques are appropriate based on their understanding of
nutrition.

Students must also demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
• Appropriate cooking methods to conserve or modify nutritive value or improve
palatability.
•

How preparation and cooking affects the sensory and nutritional properties of food.

•

How to make informed choices about food and drink to achieve a varied and balanced
diet, including awareness of portion sizes and costs

Students need to provide ingredients every week as this is an important part of the Food Preparation and
Nutrition GCSE.
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MUSIC
Subject heading: Music
Exam board: Edexcel

Course Content:
BTEC Music is about making and listening to music. It covers performing, sequencing and
listening in a wide variety of musical styles, as well as learning about the Music Industry.
There are opportunities to use music technology such as sequencing and recording. The
students will also put on and organise their own musical event such as a concert or
educational visit.
How is the course assessed?
The whole course is based around a variety of units and assignments.
In the performing coursework you have to either sing or play an instrument to Grade 4 standard
and perform a solo and ensemble piece. You have to complete a recital on an instrument (or
voice) of your choice.
In the sequencing tasks you will need to compose a portfolio of short pieces that show good
understanding of sequencing skills and software knowledge. A presentation will be given to
illustrate and demonstrate your skills.
Appreciating live music is a huge part of the course, whether performing or as a member of a
critical audience. Students are invited to develop their awareness of stage performance through
analysing the work of others.
Successful music students will need to develop basic music reading skills for elements of the
listening tasks, confident use of musical terms, enjoy making music and listening to many different
musical styles. Music at Level 2 offers those with an interest to turn what could be just a hobby
into a useful and worthwhile qualification.
It is also strongly advised that pupils should be looking at taking some sort of instrumental/vocal
lessons to help them achieve the highest possible performing grades.
Rules of the Course!
 You HAVE to perform! Sing or Play! You MUST be of a Grade 4 standard
 You have to be prepared to work out of your comfort zone!

Qualification:
BTEC Music
Exam Board: Edexcel
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
The aim of the Outdoor Education programme is to help students to develop skills such as team
work, leadership, problem solving and communication, outside of a traditional classroom
environment.
Over the course of 3 years, students will be working towards a wide range of certificates from the
AQA Unit Award Scheme. As part of this, students’ practical skills will be continually assessed and
they will earn certificates in topics such as: Den Building; Fire lighting; Canoeing; Climbing and in
vocational skills. The qualifications will be personalised to the interests and career aspirations of
the young person. The overall aim of the course is to:
a) Develop and demonstrate a range of personal skills.
b) Broaden experience and enhance learning through enrichment activities
c) Acquire certificated awards.
Course content and assessment:
Qualifications/Awards
 AQA Unit Award Scheme
 St John’s Teach the Difference
1st Aid Award
 Paddle Power Award
 National Navigators Award
 Opportunity to take part in
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Award

Content
The programme consists of practical on and off
site activities, to include;
 Leadership
 First Aid
 Navigational skills.
 Canoe/Kayak
 Climbing
 Forest School activities such as fire
lighting and den building
 Vocational skills such as Construction;
Gardening; Hairdressing (these will be
personalised to fit the needs of the
group).
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PERFORMING ARTS
BTEC Performing Arts offers an opportunity to specialise in either dance or acting skills for
performances. You will be able to select within the units which performance medium you will be
able to work on and be assessed in. If like lots of students you enjoy both acting and dancing or
are looking to develop skills in a more multi skill performance then this is the right option for you.
By taking BTEC TECH Performing Arts you will have the chance to learn dance routines and study
drama in various styles and watch dance and drama performances. You will also re-create
professional repertoire, develop devised work and will perform scripts. The course will be
accompanied by trips to see professional pieces.
You will learn how to:
 Develop your understanding and appreciation of professional repertoire and the associated
roles.
 Develop your understanding and appreciation of a range of dance & drama styles


Develop your skills and understanding in choreographing, performing dance routines,
acting in role and devising.



Develop key life-skills, such as team-work, problem solving, thinking creatively and critically
and decision making.

Assessment Pattern
Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts
This unit is about the observation and exploration of professional work. You will study up to 3
professional pieces in one or more discipline (dance/drama) and complete written work to support
this. You will also participate in practical workshops learning repertoire from the pieces studied.
This unit also requires a written response or a presentation of findings, and is internally assessed.
Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts
This is a rehearsal and performance based unit which results in a show case of 2 x 2 minute
performances. You will need to demonstrate a development of skills and discipline in different
styles in one or more discipline (dance/drama). You will need to show an aptitude for
development of performance as well as an ability to show work in front of an audience. This unit is
an internally assessed unit.
Component 3: Perform to a Brief
This is a devised/choreography unit in which you will develop a 15 minute creative piece in one
discipline, in groups of 3-7. The work will be in response to a stimulus and brief and will be
assessed as a live performance to an audience. This is an externally assessed unit.
Examination
For Component 3: an internal assessment in the form of an in-class performance and an external
assessment performance in the form of a live performance.
Qualification:
BTEC TECH Level 1 Level 2 Performing Arts
Component 1: 30% (internal)
Component 2: 30% (internal)
Component 3: 40% (external)
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SPORT - BTEC LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD

We are currently waiting to hear which Sports courses at level 2 are on the DfE approved course
lists. Until then we have planned a foundation assessment programme which prepares students to go
on to study either a BTEC Sport qualification, a Cambridge National Certificate or a GCSE in
Physical Education.
Whichever route we opt for will result in students gaining a full level 2 qualification in sport which
will be the equivalent to one GCSE and will enable them to progress to sixth form or college level.
Whilst studying on the course, students will study some or all of the following topics/theory:







Anatomy and physiology (Cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular systems)
Fitness and training (Components of fitness, methods of training and fitness testing)
Sport Psychology (Motivation, personality types, self-confidence and anxiety in sport)
Sports coaching (Coaching theory, methods of practise, delivering and planning sport and
activity sessions)
Sports injuries (Common injuries, causes and treatment, rehabilitation).
Practical performance (Skills, techniques and tactics in team and individual sports and
reflecting on performances).

Anyone interested in studying on the course must have an interest in sport and PE. They will ideally
play a sport outside of school regularly and must be able to meet strict coursework deadlines.
The course is most likely split into 25% examined content and 75% coursework.
If you would like to find out more, please speak to Mr Collins or Mr Hershbein in PE.
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TEXTILES DESIGN

EXAM BOARD: WJEC
Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of the qualification).
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40% of qualification)
Textile Design is defined here as the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched
or printed fabrics and involves an understanding of fibres, yarns and fabrics.
Students undertaking this title must explore practical and relevant critical and contextual sources
such as the work of historical and contemporary Fashion/textile designers and makers, as well as
the different purposes, intentions and functions of textile design as appropriate to their own work.
There are close links between constructed, embellished, printed, sewn and dyed methods of
textile design and with fashion design and installed textiles. Interdisciplinary opportunities might
be explored as well as developing a specialisation in one area. Students should demonstrate the
ability to work creatively with processes and techniques appropriate to the chosen areas of study
such as: weaving, surface printing (block, screen or digital), pattern making, pattern cutting,
embroidery (machine or hand), knitting, batik, soft sculpture, appliqué and collage.
Textile Design encompasses a very broad range of materials, techniques and processes, including
recyclable materials and a growing number of interdisciplinary approaches. The range is increasing
as new materials and technologies emerge, for example, in the field of ‘intelligent textiles’.
In order to provide sufficient opportunities for research into contemporary practice, students can
explore practitioners working in occupations such as a textile designer, textile buyer, fashion
designer, fashion forecaster, knitwear designer, milliner, fashion journalist, colour consultant,
theatrical costume designer, fashion illustrator, pattern-cutter and designer-maker.
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OPTIONS CHOICES SHEET 2018 - 2021

Pathway One
NB This sheet is for you to keep as a record of your
choices.
OPTIONS
You can choose TWO options, but please number your 1st 2nd, 3rd & 4th choices (in case your
first choice is full up or does not run). 1 = favourite.
Art & Design GCSE
Business Studies GCSE
Child development Technical award
Computing GCSE
Creative Media Production Btec
Design Technology/Product Design GCSE
Drama GCSE
Food preparation and nutrition GCSE
Geography GCSE
History GCSE
MFL French GCSE
MFL Spanish GCSE
Music BTEC
Outdoor Education Unit awards.
Performing arts ,drama and dance BTEC
Sport Btec
Textile design GCSE
Remember 1 = first choice 2 = second choice 3 = third choice ETC…
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OPTIONS CHOICES SHEET 2018 - 2021

Pathway One
This copy is for you to hand in to your tutor.
Student name:

Tutor Group:

OPTIONS …you will have TWO options, but please number your top 4 choices 1st 2nd, 3rd & 4th
choice (in case your first choice is full up or does not run).
TH
The completed form should be handed to your tutor by FRIDAY 9 MARCH 2018
Give 4 choices, numbered 1 to 4.
Remember 1 = first choice 2 = second choice 3 = third choice 4= fourth choice
Art & Design: fine art GCSE
Business Studies
Child development Technical award
Computing GCSE
Creative Media Production Btec
Design Technology /Product Design GCSE
Drama GCSE
Food preparation and nutrition GCSE
Geography GCSE
History GCSE
MFL French GCSE
MFL Spanish GCSE
Music BTEC
Outdoor Education Unit awards.
Performing arts,drama and dance BTEC
Sport Btec
Textile Design GCSE
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