
What is an apprenticeship? 
An apprenticeship is a real job where you learn, gain experience and get paid. 

You're an employee with a contract of employment and holiday leave. By the end of an 
apprenticeship, you'll have the right skills and knowledge needed for your chosen ca-
reer. 

It can take between one and six years to complete an apprenticeship depending on 
which one you choose, what level it is and your previous experience. It's funded from 
contributions made by the government and your employer. 

To become an apprentice, you must: 

• be 16 or over 

• not already be in full time education 

• spend at least 50% of your working hours in England 

 

As an apprentice you'll: 

• learn and gain hands-on experience in a real job 

• get paid 

• get training for a specific job role 

• be on a career path with lots of future potential 

You can find an apprenticeship whether you're starting your career, want a change 
or are returning to work. 

 



Oxford and Cambridge don’t have identical courses. Whilst there is plenty of overlap, 
there are some courses you can’t do at both; for instance, you can only study PPE 
(Politics, Philosophy and Economics) at Oxford. You can also read joint courses at 
Oxford, but you can’t do them at Cambridge. 
 
 



 
Science is another major area of difference. At Cambridge you 
apply to the natural science tripos (alternatively known as NatSci), 
which allows you to choose a range of scientific courses, instead 
of committing to a single science course. In comparison, Oxford 
follows the rest of the country by offering single-subject science 
courses. 
 
Not only this, but in similar courses offered by both universities, 
there will be some key differences. For example, in the English 
undergraduate course at Oxford, studying Early Medieval Litera-
ture (650-1350) is compulsory, whereas the Cambridge syllabus 
doesn’t go back that far and tends to focus on late medieval/early 
modern literature in the first year. 
 
 

It is important to go through each course 
with a magnifying glass. Look at the mod-
ules: do they devote more time to the 
subject areas that particularly interest 
you? How much freedom will you have to 
choose the modules you’ll take? Visit the 
different departments at open days and 
talk to students studying the course to 
find out more. 



Discover a UNIQ way of life 

Do you have good school grades but are not sure if Oxford, or any university is right 
for you? Or perhaps you’re generally feeling uncertain about the future? Our free 
UNIQ programme might be just what you need. 

Through one of our four night, five day residential courses in either spring or sum-
mer, you can discover student life for yourself. Living just like our students, you will 

stay in an Oxford college, attend academic and admissions sessions during the day 
and relaxed social activities in the evenings. 

You will be able to quiz student helpers and share thoughts on any aspect of student 
life: all whilst getting to know one of the most student-friendly cities in the UK. By the 
end of UNIQ you should have a real understanding of university life and feel in a 
much better position to make your upcoming big decisions. 
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Applications for the uniq programme open in December.  

We have usually been 2 and 4 students per year who suc-

cessfully apply for the uniq programme 


