
 



 

  



 

 
 
November 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students  
 

Welcome to the Melksham Oak Sixth Form Guide. This Guide provides you with information 
about our Sixth Form, the courses available and the support students will get in the next 
stage of their education at Melksham Oak Community School. 
 
 

We are delighted to welcome all students to our Sixth Form and we offer a range of courses 
to meet the needs of all learners. These are: 

 A Levels and AS Levels   

 Vocational Level 3 courses. 
 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 22nd November is an opportunity for students 
and parents to meet students studying the courses as well as the subject teachers and gain 
an insight into the courses and opportunities available. As part of our commitment to 
support students, everyone is interviewed before they begin their Sixth Form studies to 
ensure that students take appropriate courses that match their aspirations and ambitions 
and so go on to achieve their best. All prospective Sixth Form students attend a two day 
Induction programme to get them up to speed with the demands and expectations of 
studying Level 3 qualifications. 
 

As the post-16 provision for Melksham and surrounding villages, we are committed to 
providing the best teaching, range of subjects, facilities and support for students to allow 
them to achieve the best grades possible whilst enhancing the personal development of 
every individual. Our Sixth Form team are highly experienced in supporting our students to 
be the best possible versions of themselves. Our team support our students both pastorally 
and academically within smaller tutor groups and classes. 
 

We are very proud of our Sixth Form and the wonderful achievements of our students in 
school and after leaving us. The Sixth Form is an integral part of our school community and 
local community with our students working alongside other students in a wide range of 
roles and with members of the wider community. We work in partnership with parents to 
support and challenge our students to raise their aspirations, build their capacity for life-
long learning and so achieve success.  
 

Yours sincerely 

                                                                      
Steve Phillips 
Head of Sixth Form – Assistant Headteacher 
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Is the Sixth Form at Melksham Oak Community School right for you? 
 
In 2012 Ofsted said that: 

"The Sixth Form curriculum is adapted well to the needs of the students." 

In 2017 Ofsted said that: 

“Students are appreciative of the pastoral support they receive from staff. They feel 
known as individuals and cared for. They feel safe and are comfortable in approaching 
staff if they have a concern.” 

The advantages of an education in the Sixth Form, which can lead to degree level courses or 
higher level apprenticeships, cannot be over-emphasised. We are living in economically 
difficult times and more and more jobs, particularly in the professions, are requiring level 3 
qualifications (A levels, BTECs and Cambridge technical awards). Research shows that those 
people who have higher level qualifications are less likely to be unemployed and tend to 
have greater earning potential. 

In addition, two years of study in the Sixth Form are preparation not only in academic terms 
but also in growing awareness of oneself in a supportive, educational environment.  Those 
who teach in the Sixth Form of Melksham Oak Community School are secure in their subject 
knowledge and have the added advantage of being aware of your strengths and areas for 
development. This is true for students from Melksham Oak and other schools as the 
reference and interview process help us to gain a picture of these. We are committed to 
doing our best for you both intellectually and socially: we therefore make rigorous academic 
demands and expect you to do your best to meet your academic potential.  We are aware, 
however, of the need to provide a whole variety of other activities and opportunities that 
will develop your leadership and help you to contribute to both the school and broader local 
community. 

If you are uncertain of what career you wish to follow – and many are not ready to make a 
definite career choice at this stage – two years in the Sixth Form studying at level 3 will help 
keep your options open, until specific decisions about degree courses or career choices 
need to be made.  Advice and guidance about the choices after Sixth Form is always 
available from form tutors, Learning Director of the Sixth Form and the full time Careers 
Support Advisor.  

If you have a good idea what you want to do, then the variety of courses we have available 
will allow you to progress onto Higher Education, or, if you wish, appropriate 
apprenticeships or employment with training.  Those who follow BTEC and Cambridge 
technical courses will be committing themselves to a more vocational path; those doing A-
levels will have a more academic path, some students will select a combination of these. 

 
All students will find that there is a subtle difference in their relationship with staff as they 
work within the Sixth Form.  Most are pleasantly surprised to find that working in smaller 
groups, consisting of like-minded students, leads to a more relaxed atmosphere and there is 
a more adult  
approach to learning.  Students and staff have the same aim and work together to reach 
their common objective – to maximise the learning potential of the student.   
 



 
A Summary of the Sixth Form Curriculum 
 
Every year our aim is to provide courses that meet the needs and interests of our students. 
The courses we offer fall into two categories: 
 

 Level 3, A level courses. If a student completes two years they will complete the full 
A level  course. 
 

 Level 3 BTEC and Cambridge Technical Award courses in a range of subjects which 
have grades that equate to A level standard grades, e.g. a Distinction* is worth the 
same as an A*. 
 

Level 3 courses 
 

In September 2019 the majority of students will study four courses in Year 12.  In Year 13 
students will have the opportunity to progress onto four A-level courses, although it is most 
likely that they will reduce to three subjects. The reasoning behind this is allow students the 
opportunity to be more flexible in their choices of study rather than having just the three 
courses in Year 12, the government dictates that all Post 16 students in schools have to 
study a minimum of three courses. The AS levels also provide students with a greater 
experience of the demands of the Level 3 examinations and the preparation needed to be 
successful. 
 
NATIONAL CHANGES TO A LEVEL AND AS LEVEL COURSES. 
 
You will be aware that this is a time of massive National change in the structure of A levels. 
The Government is phasing in new structures for A-levels whereby the assessment will 
become solely on the terminal exams in Year 13 in the majority of subjects. The terminal 
exams will assess the full two years of work. These subjects can be taken as AS by sitting the 
exam in Year 12, however if you continue to Year 13 and take the full A level the AS is 
discounted as a qualification and “cashed in” for the A2. 
 
What does this mean if I choose one of these subjects? 
 
It means that you can take it as an AS qualification at the end of Year 12 and then you may 
choose to drop it as your fourth qualification. You can also carry on and take it in Year 13 as 
the full A level.  
 
English and Maths GCSE 
 
Students who do not achieve at least a Grade 4 in their English Language/Literature or 
Maths GCSE in Year 11 will be required by law to re-sit the course until a grade 4 is achieved. 
The reason for this is that many employers, University courses and training providers 
require a minimum of a Grade 4 in these two GCSEs. Students who need to re-take their 
Maths or English GCSE with be given timetabled lessons with specialist subject teachers to 
support them and attendance of these lessons is closely monitored. 
 



 
Courses Available for September 2019 
 
Full details of these are included within this entry guide. 
 
The courses available have been listed below in alphabetical order. At this stage students 
need to research each course with a view to short-listing those subjects they feel they are 
most interested in studying. This is clearly an important decision and there are several 
factors that need to be considered, for example level of interest, chances of achieving 
success and future career plans. Some of the courses available are 'new' subjects in that 
they were not available at GCSE.  A good decision is one that has been researched 
thoroughly. 
 
Level 3 Courses*  
Applied Information Technology  
 (Cambridge Technical) 

 

Art and Design: Fine Art  
Biology  
Business Economics 
Business BTEC (double award)  

 

Chemistry  
Creative Media Production BTEC  
Design Technology: Product Design  
Design Technology: Textiles 
Drama 

 

English Language  
English Literature 
Food science and Nutrition. 

 

French  
Geography 
History 

 

Mathematics  
Music BTEC  
Performing Arts: Dance BTEC sub diploma   
Philosophy and Ethics  
Physics  
Psychology  
Science (Applied)  
Sociology  
Spanish  
Sport & Exercise Science (Cambridge technical triple award)  
* Courses will only run if a sufficient number of students have chosen them  
  
 
It will be possible to take each of the Level 3 subjects through into Year 13 and complete the 
A-level component.  Most Universities will expect at least three subjects to be completed 
through the two-year course.  Progression from Year 12 into Year 13 will depend upon the 
successful completion of the Year 12 courses where it is applicable. 



 
 
 



Support for making decisions. 
 
Use the subject information stands, at the Open Evening, to ask questions about the content 
and assessment pattern of the subject to see if interests and suits you as a learner. 
 
All students who apply will have an interview with a senior member of staff to discuss their 
suitability for Sixth Form and their aspirations for the next two years. 
 
As part of the application and interview process we will discuss the combination of subjects 
and courses with students in light of their target grades and aspirations. Final agreement 
about course for September 2018 will take place after the results are published in summer 
2017. 
 
We need to make it clear at this stage that courses will only be available if there is sufficient 
interest to make the course viable. 
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Apprenticeships
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training

 

University
 

 
Higher and degree 

level 
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Degree courses
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Vocational 
qualifications

 

 
UCAS applications
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CVs/Individual 

applications
 

 
CVs/Individual 

applications
 

 
CVs/Individual 

applications
 



Entry Criteria 

Students will require an APS (Average Point Score of 4 or equivalent). Typically this will be a 
minimum of 5x Grade 4 or above. This must include a Grade 4 in English Language and 
Maths. Students will be required to have a Grade 5 in their chosen A level where applicable. 

 

Some A levels have a highly academic content, the Entry Criteria for these will be as follows: 

 Maths, Biology, Physics and Chemistry would all require a Grade 6. 

 Psychology would require a Grade 5 in English Language and Maths 
 

While we will accept entry into the Sixth Form with a grade 4 in English Language and Maths 
we are not sure whether a 5 will be required for entry onto certain University courses at a 
later date. 

 

Every student will be interviewed for a place. If a student just misses out on entry 
requirements the Head of 6th Form will make a judgement based on recommendations of 
teachers in relation to work ethic and attainment – and where successful they would be 
offered a probationary period. 

  

 
Application Process 
 
Students must complete all of the details required on the application form. Students need to 
indicate the courses they wish to select, numbering the subject choices 1 to 6, 1 being first 
choice. The forms are then returned to tutors or main reception by 18th January 2019. All 
students who apply for the 6th form will be interviewed and supported with their course 
choices.  
 
Successful applicants will be invited to attend the two day 6th form Induction which will 
support them with the start of the transition from GCSEs to their chosen level 3 courses. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
What we offer beyond our Level 3 courses 
 
The Sixth Form at Melksham Oak Community School consists of much more than Level 3 
courses. Students receive very important advice, support and opportunities in the following 
areas: 
 
1. Complementary Studies: 

 
All Year 12 are required to take a complementary study to broaden and enrich their 
curriculum experience. These are very useful to add to University applications (via UCAS) 
job and apprenticeship applications and are an excellent opportunity to gain work 
experience or skills that can be used in future education/employment.  
We currently offer: 
School Ambassadors, Young Enterprise, Duke of Edinburgh, Subject Ambassadors,  
House Mentoring, Learning Mentors. 
  

2. Careers Advice and UCAS applications for University: 
 
Sixth Form students are lucky to have access to the schools Careers Adviser. She works 
with groups of Sixth Form students as well as offering 1:1 careers interviews. This 
support is led by the Learning Director for the Sixth Form and supplemented by form 
tutors. Year 12 and Year 13 students are given extensive support with their course 
choices, UCAS application forms, personal statements and interview practice. Year 12 
students take part in a University Open Day in the Term 3 and this is continued with a 
series of sessions back in school to continue their UCAS applications.  



 
In 2017 Ofsted said: The quality of careers guidance in the sixth form is a strength. Year 
13 learners were successful in progressing to the higher education destination of their 
choice last year. 
 
In recent years we had students who have applied for Oxford and Cambridge University 
and we have organised specialist support for their application forms and interviews. 

 
 
3. The House System 

 
Every student in the Sixth Form will be allocated to one of the four houses. The House 
System was set up with three key strands in mind: Attainment, Leadership and 
Competition. The student body decided through a school vote on the names for our four 
Houses. In the end it was the idea of four stars: Castor, Omega, Polaris and Sirius that 
won through with the metaphor of "aiming high" seeming very pertinent.  
Each House has a Head of House. This member of staff focuses on the students within 
their House and works with teaching staff, parents and the students to track their 
progress and support them in raising their attainment at all levels.   

Allied to this we have created a whole Student Leadership structure. In the sixth form 
there are opportunities for students to become House Leaders. They lead on a range of 
activities including Assemblies, Mentoring, Interviews and Competitions. As such they 
are seen as the figureheads for their Houses and a lot of responsibility is placed on them.  
4. Tutor Groups 
 
Each student is placed in a tutor group which meets every morning to take part in the 
tutorial programme. Sixth form tutor groups are made up of Year 12 and 13 students 
which encourage a greater mix with both year groups and helps in sharing experiences. 
The Form Tutors are key figures and play a very important role in supporting students 
academically and pastorally. In addition to parents' evenings and written reports, 
students’ progress is reviewed five times a year by subject teachers and then followed 
up by using a 'review sheet' that is completed by the student and the form tutor. 

 
5. Tutorial Programme: 

 
Year 12 and Year 13 students follow a programme of tutorials that support students 
academically and pastorally. The tutorial programme is delivered as a mix of assemblies 
and tutor sessions that include: health & wellbeing, VESPA, personal finance, car 
maintenance, road safety, talks by visiting employers, UCAS/Apprenticeship/job 
applications, effective interviews, organisational and study skills, extended writing skills, 
personal safety. In addition, each tutor group plans and takes part in a ‘Debate’ 
assembly with the aim of extending their research, presentation and debating skills. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
6. Wider Experience:   
 

All Year 12 students will be involved a week’s experience in the summer term after their 
exams and that students will take responsibility to organise this; the school will support 
all students with this process and the students will be visited whilst on this.  
 
All 6th form students will have the opportunity to be involved in the National Citizenship 
Scheme (NCS) as we work closely with them. 
 
We have established visits that run as part of the Sixth Form experience, including New 
York and Barcelona, plus a visit to Krakow and various trips to UK destinations. There are 
other social activities such as bowling, ice skating, cinema and theatre trips planned 
throughout the year; these are mainly organised by the Sixth Form Committee. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Making the Most of the Sixth Form 
 

Sixth Form courses should be viewed as a full-time commitment.  Level 3 courses are 
demanding and it is important to get the balance right between social and academic 
commitments.  Evidence shows that cutting corners on the amount of time spent on 
homework and independent study can result in students struggling to cope with their 
workload and not achieving their full potential.   
 

Part-time employment can provide useful and relevant experience as well as an income.  
More than ten hours a week, however, is proven to lead to a loss of study or social life and 
can impact negatively upon results and a student’s well-being so a balance is needed 

 

Staff will expect you to ask for support when in difficulty and just a bit more support.  You 
are unlikely to understand everything without seeking help and requests for support in 
academic or other matters should not be seen as a cause for embarrassment or difficulty, 
communication with your teachers and parents is vital in supporting you.  

 

Most non-contact time (time outside lessons) is not directly supervised. Students therefore 
need to develop their independent study skills and learn how and where to study in school. 
The main library, computer rooms and specific rooms (in some departments) are available 
and it is important that students use this time productively. Subject staff and form tutors do 
appreciate that this shift to more independent study is a difficult transition for some 
students and therefore lesson and tutorial time is set aside to explain how and where 
students can study in their non-contact time. There will be a period of KS4 to KS5 transition 
at the start of Yr12 to support students with the demands of Level 3 courses which will focus 
on time management, study and organisational skills 
 

As senior members of the school community, students need to exercise responsibilities as 
well as enjoying the privileges linked with Sixth Form study.  There is no school uniform but 
the expectation is that students will dress appropriately.  Very untidy or extremes of dress 
are not acceptable. 

 

 
 
  



 
Sixth Form Entry – the Key Events 
 
 
Autumn Term 2018: 

Students need to research the courses and options available so that they are in a position to 
make an informed choice.  Support is available from form tutors, subject staff Learning 
Director of the Sixth Form and the career support adviser.  It is important that all the 
potential sources of information and guidance are used effectively.  The important thing is 
to be thorough in your research.  

 
January 2018: 

Apply… the application form should be completed and returned to main reception by Friday 
18th January 2019. 

 

March/April 2019: 

All students who apply for a place in the Sixth Form will be interviewed by a member of the 
Sixth Form team or by a senior member of staff. Areas for discussion during the interview 
will be predicted grades, subject choices, career aspirations and interests.  Follow-up 
interviews and support will be provided for individuals as required. Subject choices will be 
finalised as part of this process. 

May/June 2019: 

The examination season!  Much will depend upon the outcome of examinations as far as 
students’ future options are concerned. Please remember that the Grades you get at GCSE 
will determine which Level Three courses you can take in Year 12. 
 
8th & 9th July 2019: 
We require all prospective students to attend the two day Sixth Form Induction event. This 
focuses on developing the students’ skills in time management, advanced study skills, 
leadership, team work and resilience. We also explore the changes between Year 11 and 
Year 12; meet your new tutor group and the increased levels of independence and self-
motivation that are required.  

August 2019: 

GCSE results are received in mid-August 2018.  Advice will be available to students and 
parents/guardians at this stage if required. 
 
September 2019: 

At the beginning of the September term we will continue our Sixth Form Induction.  All 
those students planning to join the Sixth Form are expected to attend.  The early weeks of 
term also provide the opportunity for students to finalise their course choices and change 
subjects if necessary.   
 
Details of all the courses available, as part of our Sixth Form curriculum offer, are included 
within this entry guide. 



 


